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Academy Award-winning screenwriter Neil Simon will be honored
at the 40th annual Delta Kappa Alpha awards banquet Sunday,
Nov. 12, at the Variety Arts Theatre, 940 S. Figueroa St., Los
Angeles.

DKA, honorary cinema fraternity at the University of Southern
California, annually honors Hollywood personalities for their
contribution to the art of film.

Adam J. Bezark, Michelle Manning and Gordon Meyer, students

in USC's Divisi i levision, are chairing the tribute
dinner.

Tickets are $30 per person. Reservations may be made by
calling 741-2235.

The dinner will begin at 7 p.m.
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Five of Hollywood's leading personalities were honored
Sunday night (Jan. 30) at the 28th annual banquet of Delta Kappa
Alpha, national honorary cinema fraternity. The black-tie affair
was held in the Foyer of Town and Gown at the University of Southern
California where DKA was founded in 1936.

Movie scriptwriter Frances Marion and producer Sol Lesser
were honored as the first recipients of the Pioneer Film Award,
established this year by USC's Department of Cinema and Delta Kappa
Alpha.

Honored with membership in DKA and inducted at the formal
dinner were actress Lucille Ball, actor Gregory Peck and producer
Hal Wallis. Actress Shirley Booth accepted for Mr. Wallis, who
was unable to be present. Bob Crane, popular star of the television
series '"Hogan's Heroes," was DKA's master of ceremonies for the
USC affair.

Miss Marion won two Academy Awards for screen writing--
"The Big House" in 1929 and "The Champ" in 1932. The highest paid
scriptwriter in the industry for many years, she has written more

filmplays than any other writer. Before coming to Hollywood, she
(more)



was a reporter in San Francisco and a writer of short stories.

Sol Lesser, co-founder of West Coast Theaters, bmilt a
multi-million dollar films distributing empire before organizing
his own production company. Among his many films were two Academy
Award winners--'Our Town'" and '"Kon Tiki'". A leader in civic and
charitable affairs, Lesser is a founder-member of the Los Angeles
Music Center.

New students and associate members of DKA were also
introduced at the banquet by national DKA president, Herbert Farmer,

who is the USC Cinema department's chief of services.
=30+
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Luis Bunuel, surrealist writer-director, will be presented honorary membership

in Delta Kappa Alpha, honorary cinema fraternity at the University of Southern

e

California,

Bunuel's "The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie," released in the U.S.
by 20th Century-Fox, has been nominated by the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences for Best Foreign Language Film. Bunuel has also been
nominated as author of the Best Screenplay.

The honorary DKA membership will be conferred during a Bunuel retro-
spective lMarch 3 through 11 on the USC campus which will honor the Spanish-
born director's films.

Films to be shown in Founders Hall include:

. March 3 -- "Un Chien Andalou," "Los Olvidas," and "El." The first
film, a short, will be shown at 7 p.m., followed by "Los Olvidas." "E1"
will be shown at 9 p.m.

. March 4 -- "Nazarin," at 7 p.m. and "Viridiana" at 9 p.m.

. HMarch 7 -- "El Angel Exterminadore," at 7 p.m. and "Simon of the
Desert,” at 9 p.m.

Bunuel is expected to attend a fir.al showing !arch 11 in USC's Bovard
Auditorium of "Tristana," at 7 p.m. and "The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie"
at 9 p.m,

Bill Blaylock, DKA president, said "Bunuel is one of cinema's most

(more)



creative artists who has been able to make a personal statement in almost all
his films, which is significant in cinema -- a collaborative art. Bunuel's
films, through surrealism, add a dimension of psychological depth that creates
a haunting reality to the viewer."

Bunuel's selection to the honorary fraternity was a unanimous vote by
its membership, Blaylock added. Bunuel joins other distinguished filmmakers
so honored by DKA including directors: Alfred Hitchcock, John Ford, George
Cukor, Robert Wise, Billy Wilder, William "yler, George Stevens, and Rouben
ilamoulian,

Although Bunuel is considered a Spanish director he also has directed
films in France, Mexico and the U.S. He began his studies in literature and
philosophy at the University of I!Madrid but in 1923 became an assistant to
Jean Epstein and a frequenter of the surrealiste group in Paris., He became
associated with Salvador Dali and made "Un Chien Andalou" in 1928,

The USC retrospective and DKA conferring of membership will be open
to the public. Evening showings are $3 each. A $6 series pass admits the
holder to all events, Series passes are available from the USC Cinema office

or at the Founders Hall door the night of the first showing (!March 3).

kk -30- February 26, 1973
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Film director Howard Hawks and Cinematographer Lee Garmes
will be honored by Delta Kappa Alpha, honorary cinema fraternity
at the University of Southern California, during the annual
Alpha chapter award luncheon December 8.

New DKA members will also be initiated at the 1 p.m. luncheon

at the Ambassador Hotel.

Proceeds from the event will be used to establish a DKA film

archive fund at USC.

MS -30- November 26, 1973
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Joanne Woodward, Paul Newman, Daniel Taradash and Lester Novros
will receive honorary memberships in Delta Kappa Alpha, national honorary
cinema fraternity, at the University of Southern California on April 1.

The memberships will be conferred at DKA's 35th Anniversary Awaxrds

banquet, at 7:15 p.m. in the Foyer of Town and Gown on the USC campus,
for outstanding contributions to filmmaking.

Newman and Miss Woodward, both established professionally as stage
and screen stars, have more recently become known as a man-wife, director-

actress team.

Newman has directed his wife in "Rachel, Rachel," and "The Effect
of Gamma Rays on Man in the Moon, Marigolds."

Miss Woodward holds an Academy Award for her role in "The Three
Faces of Eve;" Newman was the recipient of the British Film Academy Award
for his role in "The Hustler.,"

Taradash, president of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences, has many credits as a screenwriter including, "Golden Boy,"
"Rancho Notorius," "From Here to Eternity" for which he won an Academy
Award, "Desiree," "Storm Center," which he directed,

"Picnic," "Bell,

Book and Candle, " "Morituri," and "Hawaii."

(more)



PUBLICITY -
SAVE

Novros founded Graphic Films Corporation after he completed
"Fantasia" with Walt Disney Studios.

With Novros as its head, Graphic Films has received, since its
beginning, more than 50 awards, both national and international, including
three from the Venice Film Festival and two Cine Gold Eagles,

Since 1954, Graphic Films has been developing curvilinear projection
systems, films projected on a dome or section of a dome.

Novros has been a member of the USC Cinema faculty since 1941 and

teaches "Film Expression," form of the film. He received the USC

Distinguished Service Award in 1963.

PSF -30- March 19, 1973
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Walt Disney Productions will be honored at the University
of Southern California April 9 at the 39th annual awards banquet
of Delta Kappa Alpha, national honorary cinema fraternity.

Achievements in the studio's 55-year historv will be high-
lighted at the tribute in USC's Town and Gown. This marks the
first time DKA has saluted a film company.

Focusing on Disney animation, the program will feature
scenes from the studio's first full-length feature, '"Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs," and other films including '"'The Rescuers'
and "Pete's Dragon."

Several veteran Disney animators, each representing more
than 40 years of animation, are to be inducted as honorary DKA

members

For reservations, telephone the USC Division of Cinema-

Television at 741-2235.

MJG -USC- February 6, 1978
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Academy Award-winning screenwriter Neil Simon will be honored

at the 40th annual Delta Kappa Alpha awards banquet Sunaay,

Nov. 12, at the Variety Arts Theatre, 940 S. Figueroa St., Los
Angeles.

DKA, honorary cinema fraternity at the University of Southern
California, annually honors Hollywood personalities for their

contribution to the art of film,.
Adam J. Bezark, Michelle Manning and Gordon Meyer, students
in USC's Division of Cinema/Television, are chairing the tribute

dinner.

Tickets are $30 per person. Reservations may be made by
calling 741-2235.

The dinner will begin at 7 p.m.

MS , -Usc- October 6, 1978
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Veteran director Fritz Lang of Beverly Hills, will have honorary

membership bestowed on him by members of Delta Kappa Alpha, honorary cinema
e
fraternity at the University of Southern California.

Lang will be honored at ceremonies in the Division of Cinema on
the USC campus (Sunday) April 23. In a private screening, clips from Lang's
films will be shown. His films include: ‘Metropolis,'" 'M,"” 'Manhunt,"

“You Only Live Once,'" 'Fury,'' '"Rancho Notorious,' and '"While the City
Sleeps."

Before he fled the Nazis to come to the United States, Lang had
directed experimental silent films for UFA, the government subsidized
~ studio.

DKA, founded at USC in 1937, has honored top directors in the
film industry including: Richard Brooks, Frank Capra, George Cukor, Blake
Edwards, John Ford, Henry Hathaway, John Huston, Norman Jewison, Mervyn
LeRoy, Sol Lesser, George Seaton, George Stevens, Norman Taurog, King Vidci,

Robert Wise and the late C.B. DeMille.

JAR -30- April 20, 1972
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A change in the date for the annual black tie dinner of Delta

Kappa Alpha, national cinema fraternity, and the names of four distinguished
——

representatives of the film community who will be honored at the occa-

sion were announced today by the University of Southern California.

Unforeseen circumstances have necessitated changing the date
of the dinner to Saturday night, Feb. 5 at 7:15 p.m., instead of Sunday
night Feb 6. It will be held in the Foyer of Town and Gown on the USC
campus.

The 1972 honorees, announced today by DKA, will be designer
Edith Head, director Alfred Hitchcock, actor Walter'!atthau and Sidney Solow,
an innovator in film technology.

Those to be honored at the Feb. 5 event will join the DKA roll
of distinacuighed artists and film makers who have been recognized previously
-- among them John Ford, George Cukor, Sol Lesser, Gloria Swanson, [ary
Pickford, Robert Wise, and Norman Jewison, to name a few.

Delta Kappa Alpha was founded on the USC campus. Membership
has spread through the years to most of the nation's major population

centers, particularly those where various seqgments of the film making

industry are situated.

CHK -30- January 19, 1972
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Film music and its composers from Max Steiner to Jerry Goldsmith

was the theme of a retrospective presented recently on the USC campus by
Delta Kappa Alpha, national honorary Eiggﬂi’fraternity at the University
of Southern California.
The retrospective, given each semester at USC, was the tenth
sponsored by DKA, and featured 40 films screened during its 11 weeks.
Composers who came to discuss their music for films shown
during the event included:
Elmer Bernstein - "The Scalp Hunters" and "The Great Escapc.”
. Hugo Friedhofer - "Boy on a Dolphin," "One Eyed Jacks," and
"The Sun Also Rises."
Alex North - "The Long Hot Summer" and "Cheyenne Autumn."
David Raksin - "Laura," "Forever Amber," "The Bad and the
Beautiful," and "What's the Matter with Helen?"
. Miklos Rozsa - "The Thief of Bagdad" and "Spellbound."
A special tribute to the work of the late Alfred Newman was
attended by Mrs., Newman, son David, Fred Steiner, and Raksin.
The program was coordinated by DKA members Rick Mitchell,

Hollywood; aided by Stuart Cohen, Salt Lake City; Steve Greenberg, Phila-

delphia; Douglas Knapp, Calgary; Rex McGee, Burleson, Tex.:; Aubrey Soloman,
Montreal, and Kirby Timmons, Atlanta.

DKA's retrospective, initiated by USC's Alnha chapter, was open
to all USC students of cinema.

CHK -30- January 4, 1972
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Stars come out. or.

CITIZENS OF FILMDOM—Standing with Thomas P.  Barbara Stanwyck and William Castle. They were hon-
Nickel (left), vice-president of university affairs, are,  ored last Sunday by DKA fer conﬁbuhon to the film
i"’"' left to right, Lawrence Weingarten, John Green,  industry.

DKA fete

BY JIM HALL

Entertainment Writer

Despite the impressive array of celebrities in attendance, all re-
galed in dazzling gowns and tuxedos, and the momentous nature of the
occasion itself, last Sunday's 36th Anniversary Honorary Awards
Banquet of Delta Kappa Alpha, USC's cmema fraterntiy, was asimple
yet significant affair.

Dr, Bernard H. Kantor, the chairman of the
summarized that the annual gathering is, after a
homagé o distinguished citizens ni-'ﬁmd.o mi“We Tlﬁmm to say r.o
the people who eonlﬁbuted-toﬂle of film, you for contribut-
ing your lives (to the motion picturesi)”

Indeed, in this event sponsored by the cinemn scllolarsol‘the uni-
versity and supported by Cinema Circulus, a debt of gratitude was
paid to Barbara stanwwk. Wﬂﬁam(}a&ﬂe John Green and Lawrence
Weingarten. A s .

The master orceremomes.

Knight, “the only faculty member “.f bpth writes for Playboy
and is on the editorial advisory staff ul' F mc!qpedm Brittanica,” who
presented Lawrence Weingarten, the veteran film producer, with
DKA’s “Film Pioneer Award.”"

. Al the upcoming Academy Awards ceremony, Weingarten is to re-
ceive the Irving Thalberg Award, but, noted Knight, “we thought of it
first.”

Ricardo Montalban, the suaveand ageless star of many films includ-
ing one of William Castle’s, greeted that director at the dais. A mon-
tage of Castle's films, whict\ are predominately of theé horror genre,
was presented. "%

John Green, the gifted composer and conductor who is proficient in
many musical fields, was the next to receive his award. Commandeer-
ing a strategically plao«tmano he played a bit of his composition,

.“Body and Soul” which wasone of the first five pieces to be named to
'the American Musical I-I'nll_ol’ Fame at the Grammy Awards ceremony
the night before.

Green's motion picture work includes the score to Raintree County
and, along with Saul Chaplin and others, the musical arrangement for
An American In Paris. A clip of the latter film was shown to illustrate
Green's talk about the projeet,

Itis atestimony to Green’s talents and integrity that he could so ably
adapt the music of Gershwin to the dictates of the screen.

The special tribute to Barbara Stanwyck that climaxed the
evening's program called for a special host. Walter Matthau, always
humorous and always endearing, was particularly apt as he amused
the audience with a story of how he, years ago, endured an ebnoxious

dentist just so he might catch a glimpse of Stanwyck in the waiting
room.

The stellar career of this popular and beautiful actress was graphi-
cally and eloguently presented via a carefully edited collection of her
unforgettable roles in such diverse films as Meet John Doe, Stella Dal-
las, Double Indemnity, Balls of Fire, and Sorry, Wrong Number.

A rousing standing ovation greeted Stanwyck as she ascended
the stage steps. Looking in a black sequin gown which revealed the
slim, attractive figure that belies her 67 years, she accepted her pla-
que, turned and said: “This is a very proud moment for me, I'd never
believe that a kid from Brooklyn who barely made it past the eighth
‘grade would ever be standing here in this collegiate hall.”

With a penetrating gaze emitting from her intense blue eyes, Stan-
wyck revealed in a few brief words her innate honesty and humanity
that has endowed her screen characterizations with a very distinetive
quality. She concluded, “I shall remember this night with pride and
heartfelt gratitude.”

It was an evening of nostalgia, tribute and honest sentiment. As
such, it was the latest in the long line of successful DKA Honorary

Awards Banquets and an appropriate showcase for the careers of four
notable film personages.
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Sunday, March 3, has been selected as the date for the 36th
anniversary awards banquet of Delta Kappa Alpha (DKA), honorary cinema
fraternity at the University of Southern California.

That announcement came today from Dr. Bernard Kantor, chairman of
the USC Division of Cinema, who said that the society would again use the

[ =t
founding anniversary occasion to honor a number of luminaries from the film

world,
The banquet will be black tie with a no-host cocktail hour at

7 p.m, and dinner at 8 o'clock in the Foyer of USC's Town and Gown.
Recognized as the oldest and most distinguished cinema fraternity

in the world, DKA was founded on the USC campus and has members in all major

film-making centers.

JAR -30- Jan. 9, 1974
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- ed films as "Royal Wedding,” “Seven Brides for Seven
. Brothers,” "Charade," "Bedazzi=q,” "The thtle Prmce =
; "Singin’ in the Rain" and "Funny Face”

i Clearly pleased with the evening and nearlv at a loss
Jor words, the ever-debonair Astaire, who received his
l award from Miss Chan&e thanked everyone "for all the
kmd things said about me."

- Preceding the presentation of Asiaire's award, Law-
rence Oleno and herry Davis El:ot performed a medley -

l of songs a ith Astaire. Opening and closing the
progray wa USC esident John Hubbard. Representing
SC's gepart cinema was iis c" airman Bernard R. .

and representing DKA was iis Alpha chapter
pr&ldent Paul Kozak.
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FETED BY FILM FRATERNITY

Hostess Shirley Jones and honored direg tanley Donen,
above, at Delta Kappa Alpha banguet a At right, Fred

Astaire received a DKA award from o

" Cyd
Times photos by Penni Gladstone

arisse.

Cinema Group Honors Astaire, Donen

BY KEVIN THOMAS

Times S5tafl Writer

Delta Kappa Alpha. the national honorary( cine
fraternity, paid tribute Sunday night at its 3Tth anmiver-
sary banquet to two masiers of ‘*e Hollywood musical,
Fred Astaire and director Staniev Donen.

By now the DKA evenings are just about the most en-
joyable of the annual metion péc‘.ure industry awards
events. What sets them apart from all other such occa-
sions, including the Academ_v..-\mxﬁ. is the sophistica-
tion and knowledge with which they are assembled. In
general, most participants actually worked with or are
friends of those being honored, something that's as rare as
it is essential to the meaning of such tributes.

As always, DKA's black-tie banquet attracts a full

, sprinkled with celebrities. Among those present at

ISC'syTown and Gown Auditorium were Mae West (seat-
t to Playgirl's Man of the Year Lou Zivkovich), di-
rectors George Cukor, William Castle and Rouben
Mamoulian (who directed Asaire in "Silk Stockings"),

writer Dan Taradash,
ploneers—and curre
}mhur Mayer.

Between them and twice together—in "Roval Wed-
ding" and "Funny Face"—the supremely s:vlish Astaire
and Donen have created some of the"Screen’s most joyous
and enduring moments. Therefore{ USC'sdioseph Andrew
Casper, the writer-director of this s tribute, wisely
kept the speeches and reminiscences to a minimum in or-
der to devote most of the two-hour program to an apt and
generous selection of film clips. The chips were introduced
by such Astaire and Donen associates as Jane Powell,
Yvette Mimieux, Ann Miller, Petula Clark and Cyd Cha-
risse, with Lynn Redgrave substituting for Walter Mat-
thau. Shirley “Jones served as mistress of ceremonies.

Spanning Astaire's career from "Top Hat" (1935) to
"Finian's Rainbow” (1968), the clips showed Astaire sing-
ing and dancing alone or with such partners as Lucille
Bremer, Ann Miller, Jane Powell, Ginger Rogers, Judy
Garland, Cyd Charisse, Petula Clark, and Audrey Hepburn,

off and film
Lesser and

r Robert
USC grofessors—=zoi

(As to what it's lik2 to dance with Astaire, Miss Clark,
who appeared with him in "Finian's Rainbow," said "Once
you get into his arms it's simpie.” Ann Miller pointed out
that Astaire "doesn't step on your feet.")

In accepting his plaque from his wife, Yvette Mimieux,
Stanley Donen paid tribute to Astaire, explaining that
when he saw "Flying Down to Rio" at the age of 9 'I fell
in love with two things: the movies and Fred Astaire.
Ever since, I've tried to make movies in the spirit of Fred
Astaire. There's a grace and elegance and romance about
him that transcends all movies. I try to put back in
movies what he's given me.”

Donen's career, uh]ch bege
Broadway and later a \.u\! was represented by clips
from his first film, "On the Town,* with Gene Kellv,
Frank Sinatra and Jules Munshin, to his latest, the up-
coming Prohibition era comedy-romance "Lucky Lady.”
starring Liza Minnelli, Gene Hackman and Burt Reynolds.
They were followed by segments from such Donen-direc!-

Please Turn fo Page 20, Col. §

2n with him dancing on
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“TUSHER AT LARGE: AT A QUIRK OF FATE

USC Fetes Astaire, Donen

By Will Tusher * =

They turned on the nostalgla spigots
again, and instead of the usual
molasses, pure nectar flowed.

Fred Astaire and Stanley Donen were
joint honorees at the 37th annual
awards banquet of Delta Kappa Alpha,
national honorary cinema fraternity at
the University of Southern California
Sunday evening.

They screened applause winning
excerpts from Astaire’s 33 musicals
since 1933, and from the 22 films di-
rected by Donen since 1949.

There was, fittingly, a special fem-
inine presence. Shirley Jones was
mistress of ceremonies. All the film
clips and presentations were made by
women — a number of them noted
cinema dance partners of Astaire. The
procession included Cyd Charisse, Jane
Powell, Petula Clark, Ann Miller, Yvette
Mimieux and Lynn Redgrave.

Mimieux indulged a pardonable bit
of nepotism as she coupled the pre-
sentation of Donen’s award with an
embrace and kiss far exceeding cere-
monial requirements, but telegraphed
a moment earlier when she said:

“I've always admired his work —
even before we were married.”

But the most special part of the
special evening was the confluence of
the careers of the two honorees.

Jones touched on it when she related
how ‘‘something exploded” when
nine-year-old Stanley Donen saw
YFlying Down to Rio,” the first of the
Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers musicals.
Like most red blooded American boys,

it was a cue for Donen to develop a vi-
carious crush on Rogers. Instead, it was
Astaire who set his dreams spinning.

When Donen received his award he
spoke not of his own achievements, but
of Astaire’s inspiration as he recalled
the impact of “Flying Down to Rio."”

“What seems to have happened,” he
recounted, “was that | fell in love with
two things — movies and Fred Astaire.
Ever since that day I've tried to make
movies that Fred Astaire could be
proud of.

“That is all | know to do in the world
— is try as hard as | can to do what Fred
seems to accomplish. He has the grace
and elegance and ease and lightness
and romance which to me transcends
all movies. All | can do is try and put
that same kind of delicious feeling that
Fred gives me back into the movies that
1 make."”

Astaire, nimble and quick witted at
75, bounced on stage — after mock

obeisance to an aching back — and put:
cause and effect in a lighter per-,

spective.

!
“He told me.about how he’d seen me.

first and wanted to go mto ‘show’
business on account of that,” Astaire

related. I said, ‘Well, gee, don’t blame’

it on me.” But | was thrilled, and I'm
greatly honored by that, of course,
because he's certainly a tremendously
accomplished young man.”
Astaire on Aging
Young turned out to be the magic
word, and it triggered some bemused
philosophical contemplation by
Astaire,

“You know,"” he said, “being old is a
lot of fun. You get a lot of respect.
People are really nice to you. You get
so much for doing nothing.”

He had still another confession.

“So many things happened there on
that screen (in clips from his films) that |
honestly didn’t remember,” he
exclaimed. "I began to say, ‘Gosh, |
didn’t know | was that good.

There were a few charming slips of
the tongue. Jane Powell spoke of the
Donen-directed ‘‘Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers” as a western “virgin”
of ““The Rape of the Sabines,”
corrected herself amid a burst of
laughter, and reassured the black tie
audience of campus and industry fat
cats that “MGM girls don't talk like
that.”

In addition to celebrating the works
of Astaire and Donen, USC Cinema
Department ¢ _irman, Bernard Kanter,
celebrated a number of acts of
generosity — including forthcoming
March dedication of the $1.9 million
Eileen Norris Cinema Theatre, donated
by the widow of Kenneth T. Norris,
founder of Norris Industries; a $2,000 a
year production fund donated by USC
cinema alumnus Mardi Rustan,
president of Mars Prods.; and a $100,-
000 scholarship fund contributed for
the second year running by the CBS
Foundation.

Joseph Andrew Casper wrote and
directed the program — not including
the extemporaneous remarks of Astaire
and Donen. /
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Actress Jane Wyman will serve as mistress of ceremonies at the
University of Southern California Division of Cinema's black-tie
tribute to veteran movie director Vincente Minnelli Sunday, Feb. 6.

Among the participants on the program, chaired by Mrs. Harry
Roman, are Liza Minnelli, Gene Kelly, Leslie Caron, Cyd Charisse,
Lucille Bremer, Margaret O'Brien, Barry Sullivan, Yvette Mimieux,
Martin Scorsese, Kathryn Grayson, John Kerr, Nina Foch, Stanley
Donen, Nanette Fabray, Stella Stevens, Tom Drake, Marge Champion,
Leon Ames, John Green and William Wyler.

Joseph Andrew Casper of USC's Division of Cinema is writer and
director of the program.

The event begins at 6 p.m. in the Town and Gown on campus. For

reservations, telephone USC's Division of Cinema at (213) T746-2235.

LM -Usc- January 14, 1977
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~ USC’s Tribute to Andrew Ston

/By EDWARD KAUFMAN
To‘:nnrmw evening the University of Southern
Callfornia’s Division of une-.loeuhermhmm
Happa Alpha, the national film honory, will pay tribute to
filmmaker Andrew Stone at the Eileen Norris Theatre on
the USC campus, Admission is free, and the public is

a century, starting ¥
Elegy”) for Paramount. Along with Stone, the evening's
program will include the screening of the thriller

*Julie" (Flarring Doris Day,

e
)
—

Louis Jordan, and Barry

Sullivan), and
Wylgu.‘ “Cry 'mnw" “*Stormy lfﬂnr. al "m of
Norway." Arthur Knight will m
to Russ McG|
is all-important for
with

paid just homage to the Griffiths of our industry, and maybe
it's about time we began to say ‘thanks' to some of our
other, lesser-known, pioneer filmakers. We plan a whole
uﬁnd-ewumm.m.wmwmmm
with all those interested or involved in films. So please be

Admittedly not a D.W. Griffith, Stone (in his zestful o

70s) has managed over the years to write-direct.

-produce 10
more than 50 films within the shadows of the Studio System

— and still do it the Andrew Stone way: an artistic creator
who takes pride in swimming upstream — and
money — against the onrush of escalating production costs.
Culurmmanmgjmlamhmm

approach
i:u:lmspmummanng.callitqu&qh
was

“Actually it's simple. All we did was cut down on a
overhead — what we call production costs. And we used
on a very limited basis, -

and took less than 30 days to shoot,”

*‘Under the line” in film jargon, at least, means all of

those costs (sometimes astronomical) aside from the tctual
stars' salaries, which are budgeted as “‘above the line.”
Stone, like Jack Spratt, simply can't tolerate filmic *'fat:*
You'd never believe it, but [ was considered crazy when [
introduced the idea of shooting on actual location. In truth I

the cinema divison's co-

5

_around the same logic:
titles are over, and you
, until the end titles o
unities

§

.'mmrmmmwmmw

© “You know, I don't think there was ever

£

on location. In fact,

S ﬂ.w i ki

1o
the ﬂ’lml::lg‘::f = L - Vienna. You
there was the Stone : ‘Song think of in W

‘All the old studio heads that I've over the

1 years memmdhmwmw
tndlyismmﬂm.'mdnymeym‘tmhm
all that much anymore. The last thing investors ask is about

N, K =g Sy A
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Andrew Stone: a rock of Hollywood

By John Carraro
Assistant Entertainment Editor

Andrew Stone, who directed
over 75 films in his fifty-year
career, is one of the rocks upon
which Hollywood was built.
Last Voyage, Stormy Weather,
Song of Norway and Cry Terror
are each films marked indelibly
with the Stone signature — care-
fully crafted vehicles remem-
bered for nerve-shattering sus-
pense, terse dialogue and pains-
taking attention to production
values.

Stone was on campus recently
to oversee the cataloguing of
memorabilia he has donated to
the Cinema school and discuss
an evening of his films that was
in the planning stages.

Opinionated and candid about
what he considered as a lack of
professionalism in today's films,
Stone envisioned the event as an
opportunity to state his views to
young film makers “who are as
vet innocent of the bureaucracy
in the big studios.”

In an interview Stone dis-
cussed many of the problems
that he perceived as leading to
the artistic decline of the
American film.

“The heads of the studios and
big business are at fault,” he

said in an energetic voice bely-
ing his seventy-odd years. “No
longer is a film a child of one
man who has total control over
every stage of development.
Today's movies involve all the
complicated red tape associated
with huge corporations. It takes
ahuge effortto get an idea offthe

drawing board and is a minor

miracle when a film of artistic
merit is the result.”

Not only was Stone discontent
with the big business aspect of
films, but he said the film mak-
ers themselves were partially
responsible for crumbling stan-
dards.

“I don’t think they know their
business. It took me twenty years
to learn my craft,” he said.
“Fresh from school, these kids
rarely know the fine details one
can only learn from experience.
Such is the present situation in
the studios that many times
there is no opportunity to de-
velop these techniques, soften
the rough edges and become a
craftsman.”

At the heart of the film is the
screenplay. When it is weak the
rest of the film collapses, Stone
said.

“I don’t emmm adirec-
tor is, if he's got a bad screen-
play he’s got a worse picture. 1
wrote all my screenplays since
1946. In this way I could better
grasp the directidn my films
were taking, who would be best
in the major parts and the tech-
nique I would use to .21l the
story. Today's directors don't
consider this. I'm usually bored
totears and notinterested inany
ofthese people who masquerade
as actors in stories as thin as

paper.” In reflecting on his own

contribution, Stone became less |

outraged and more suhdnid

speaking with respect for wl’lat |

he considered a period in ﬁhﬂa
never to be equalled.

“The environment then was
conducive to creativity. I made
three kinds of films: musieals,
comedy and suspense. | got rave
reviews for the suspense and
was panned for musicals, vet 1
kept doing them because they
were more fun. Its challengingto
incorporate music, dialogue and
photography into a cohesive unit
that entertains.”

Stone then explained why few
of his pictures were showcases

(continued on page 8)

Andrew Stone -

(continued from page 7)
for big stars.

forget is that he, with | ofa
good screenplay is i in tof I con-

trol.”

“You have to be a politician
with big names,” he said. “Pat
themon the fanny and keep them
satisfied until one day you
realize you have no control. One
thing a director should never

‘With that said, .\ndn.“w Stone
lefl the Cinema building where
we talked, and stopped momen-
tarily to grimace at a poster for
upcoming D.K.A. films.

—
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