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Hollywood, Ca!ifornia,Tesdy, June 15, 1976

VIEWING THE PAST, AFFECTIONATELY

DKA Honors Roach, Daves,

It was a retrospective kind of week-
end, beginning Friday night with “The
Carmel Myers Film Festival” at Walt
Disney Studios (see story this page), and
winding up Sunday with an affection-
ate look back at Hal Roach’s early films
as USC's Delta Kappa Alpha honored
Roach with its Pioneer in Film Award.

As part of its 1976 spring awards, the
honorary cinema fraternity also
welcomed as Honorary DKA mem-
bers: Delmer Daves (“for his work as a
writer and director of such films as
‘Destination Tokyo,” ‘Broken Arrow,’
‘3:10 to Yuma’ and ‘Dark Passage’’’);

Lyle Wheeler (art director for “Gone
With the' Wind,” “Anna and the King of
Siam,” “The Robe,” “Diary of Anne
Frank” and “The King and 1), and
Glenn Ford (for his work in such films
as ‘Cowboy,’ ‘Blackboard Jungle,’ ‘Tea-
house of the August Moon’ and ‘Mid-
way’ ).
‘Our Gang’ Remembers

Jackie Lynn Taylor, Joe Cobb, Darla
Hood and Stymie Beard from Roach’s
“Qur Gang” films (all of whom are still
active in show business) painted a
warm, glowing picture of how much
fun it was to be a part of the Roach lot.

Wheeler, Ford

“That happiness was always there,”
Beard declared. “You looked forward
to going to work,” Cobb acquiesced.

Following the screening of a Will
Rogers comedy (a very funny satire on
Sennett’s Keystone Kops), Roach re-
minded the audience that it was “made
50 years ago.” He looked over his as-
sembled former kid stars and said,
“‘Listen to all that. | used to kick the hell
out of these kids.”

A genius at recognizing talent, Roach
was the man who teamed Laurel and
Hardy and Zasu Pitts, Thelma Todd and
Patsy Kelly. Harold Lloyd and Charlie
Chase were among his early stars. He
also was one of the first film producers
to see the future in TV, and in 1948
began a distinguished career in pro-
ducing TV series, among them "My
Little Margie.”

Honorary to Wheeler

Producers Frank McCarthy and
Robert Wise presented the Honorary
award to Lyle Wheeler, who in addi-
tion to being art director on more than
700 features and 200 TV shows js a
working architect. “l went to Lyle 20
years ago and asked him to design a
house for me,” McCarthy said, “and it’s
still my dearest possession. | wouldn’t
change a foot of it.”

Wise noted that art directors have
been ‘“long overlooked” by DKA as
honoraries and complimented the fra-
ternity for choosing to honor Wheeler,
whose work has been ‘‘a marvelous
contribution to many of my films.”

British writer John Russell Taylor and
composer George Duning made the
presentation to Delmer Daves, a law
graduate from Stanford who got his
start in showbusiness playing a frater-
nity president in “So This Is College” in
1929.

Barry Shear, Delbert Mann and
Walter Plunkett were there to honor
Glenn Ford, who was unable to attend.
1 was told to come up with something
funny about Glenn,” Shear said, "but
there’s nothing funny about Glenn
Ford.” — And after the laughter sub-
sided, "“Above all, he’s a pro.”

DKA student president Paul Kozak
emceed the event. — BJF
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