
National Honorary Cinema Fraternity 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

University Park 
Los Angeles 7, California 

17 May 1957 

TO: DR. ROBERT O. HALL 

FROM: MILT ROBERTS 

In regard to the de~ision of Alpha Chapter to undertake the 

Fall Film Classics Series "alone", here is a list of the flil.ms 

that have been chosen by the committee for the program&: 

7 Oct. (8) 

14 Oct. (15) 

21 Oct. (22) 

28 Oct. (29) 

4 Nov. (5) 

11 Nov. (12 ) 

18 Nov. (19) 

25 Nov. (26) 

2 Dec. (3) 

9 Dec. (10) 

16 Dec. (17) 

6 Jan. (7) 

SHOESHINE 

THE INFORMER 

LILI 

THE GRAPES OF WRATH 

KAMERADSCHAFT 

temporarily open 

WAGONMASTER 

Italian - De Sica 

American - Ford 

American Fantasy 

American - Ford 

German - Pabst 

American - Ford 

EL (THIS STRANGE PASSION)Mexican - Bunuel 

HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY American - Ford (Arthur Miller) 

LE MILLION 

MY DARLING CLEMENTINE 

DUCK SOUP 

French - Clair 

American - Ford 

American -Marx BBOs. 

You may pass thi·s on to the staff, and they may integrate arv 
of the films they wish into their curriculum. As you can see, we 

are using the films of John Ford as the focal point of our series. 

Not all of us agree that foreign films,exclusively, make the best 

s&ries. 



TO: Robert o. Hall 

FROM: Milt Roberta 

N a tiona/ Honorary Cinema Fraternity 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Univenity Park 
Los Angeles 7, California 

15 May 1957 

MEMORANDUM 

I presented your memorandum to the fraternity at our 
meeting today. The fraternity was informed of the evident desire 
on the part of the staff to provide cooperation and enc ouragement 
for the fraternity. 

All points in the memorandum were read and discussed. The 
advantages and disadvantages of all phases were pointed out by 
several members. 

A motion was passed that the first proposal be adopted 
as stated in your memorandum: 

11 First. If the fraternity so desires, it would be 
possible for them to undertake the Film Classics program alone. 
The Staff would be amenable to an experimental period under this 
arrangement. As you know, there would be certain advantages as well 
as disadvantages. The Fraternity would need ~ underwrite all 
expenses, and it would also have all profits.' 

The fraternity desires to have this experimental period 
of trying its wings. We trust that your indication of continued 
Staff cooperation, in the way of connecting the series with the 
University, will hold good. 

It was pointed out to the members that the staff had 
chosen to treat us as adults, and we must prove them correct. It 
was felt that by taking the entire load on our shoulders, we would 
be awakened to the realities of economics and not be a ble to shrug 
off a lose and let the Depart ment make up the d i f ference. 

I wish to thank you f or your consideration in this matter, 
and further assure you that for my part, and I feel sure the majority 
of the fraternity felt this way, there were no personality ques­
tions inv~lved. 

It will mean hard work, and I hope the members w r e 
sufficiently i mpressed by the sp akers at the meetin who em­
phasized this point. I am looking forward to a succes s ful season 
next fall. 

Again, thanks. 



TOt Milton Roberta, Pr eideat IltA 

FROKt Robert o. 11 

In rea~ to 70ur ot ot X., _11 d ur a b que t ftftl·-r• tioa 
I uaaeat t t J'OU report to t fr teraltJ to110W8e 

uttiolent t r your eetiq. Pleue feel tree to 
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er a , 1t ts our ecommendation that t he programin for 
F l m Cl ass cs be d vorced from the academic nee s of the 200 an 
50 classes and concentrat e ~pon fore ign l anguage, Brtti h, d 
Amar an fi rna that are well-knot'fn but hav recieved 1 't e or 
no loc 1 relea 1 rec nt years . 

ittedly , this ill mean that the Department may have t 
b r t e entire oa t ofsx the 200 nnn 500 clas ee film r 
m nta. Ho"i7eve"" , if Film Classics does not continue ,. such '\<il1 b 
th case n. y . Fur the ore, tho f1 .. s boo~;:e · for Film lasei cs 

der th above pr oposal wi ll be avai11ble or '8 in t e 200 
d 500 claasaa , sho ld they moat existing academ c needs. 

In o1e aen e, t.is x 1e a roblem of much greater and more 
s roue dimensions thru the problem of programing, for it is 

lese to offer even n outstanding aeries of films unlea ·l 

ant r chapter s will_ng t'1 share ... n the \'IOrk that , 1n rae n t 
sor , has b an· borne by a slen er few . 

Tt e present relat1onsh1 p be .... ·esn Alpha Chop ·. '• a.1c1 • c 
m y b at e descr' ad as 1nart~c ·lat e , of vaBue d~f1n on, nn 
ot 1 y , at f ctory . In a r.!ay Day memorandum fro'll Di. ·.e. 1 

h Al haC a tar pneaident , 1t was stated ·t:,ha.t the 0 "'-P or 
no f • d co te (beyond f1lm ~entals) 1n the o ;r t n f l 

1cs on hi c':1 it can count ; th t 1 t can only 'recom ond 1 

xp nd ture of whatever p~of1t is m de ; ur.d th t u ~o tr d­
tion y e ac ed to relieve par4 of the atra~n on t t ch . 

et by bringing 'in some of tho f ilms needed for t~ 200 nd 
500 cla ses and running them 1n a public subscr.pt1on erios 
that 11 cover t.1e cos·" of the films' rentals . - il1S m rnor nd 

ed • 1th an earlier fin nc1al statement for the F 11 1~56 
e 1 ( at t .1-nt ··1 ch som considered outr geo e and o~h-:J .. • 

tho g· t .ghly a gnl. 1cant) , confirmed the mpress.on +h1n 
he vhapt r that ~h .. elat onship i n question 1a a s dly or.e­

.~. t• th"" c .. apt ..,.. prov1 _n mos t of the la· or end reci ~ 
~ lly nothJ.ng in 1•eturn . It is on the bas ... s of t "'C 1. · c p 

ver 1 eeriofl 1, -:-.a... t of·. e mem er2 of .. 1-·.., r.·a 
lined to e..: .. part i: ule 0 !" t1on of :-'11m ClaGS' cs. 
re of 1 C9nt1ve m st bQ before th .1 

r on nyth1n re_at epart~en 

eat on o_ incentive ... a eome ... h1n; that r 
to an under tar.n n • Throt~ho th res~ of 
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This e master_ Delta Cho.pter at UCLA has beg n soo~et i nr 
to Fi l m Cl es1cs , 'hough onst . =- n ·"'abl~r 1 99 Gxtena1 1'3. Conv 
tiona with Mr . Richard Duffield, ~eltc Chapter president 
revealed that the series has been a tremend us financial c 
wit , a large part of the Chapter's membershi p rtic1p ing . 
Th i ncentive hera 1 of a simple and effective t e : 11 th 
mone y ollected goes into the Chapter's treasury w. ch carr i&g 
the expenses of t e series) and is helping to assur tha' he 
Chapte· r 11 be act1 ve in the futuro . This typ of f1n net .1 

rrangem .... n · is no·· posst ble for us _ as "'a real1 ze _ t there 
is another .rrang ment that migh t be and that might pro -ce 
stmil r degre of incentive for running Fil m Class cs in h 
.. utu e . 

T ~efore , · e r ecommend that, i n r eturn for . nnin ~ Fi. 
~lph. Chap~r recieve a percentage f o be agro. upon efo ~ 
s ries ts undert aken) of the gro s receipts au ~ e concl 

ac·:l series . \'le f eel that a percen uage of the gross, ra 4 h 
a p~rcentcge of t he nat , will eliminate na less 1 mpo 
ha.cl.~.n13 over qu ipmont rentals, printing and ma111ng co 
and acsur that both the Deparument of the Ch c · 11 

c entious in kcop1 g costs do ~n and gr sa rac1ep · s up. 

\'·e hope that uhe Departmen t an ~o~ha Chapte1 .. ,.~11 1 a l e o t 
.. oge the~ n the t o propo a. s offs:- d 1"1 this r po . .. , _or 1 t s 
. p 1 en uat1 on c n do m ch to us 1er 1n a new er f coop r t ... o •. 

nd good ~eeling at 0en us . 

'• 

s ley jr . 
Film Cl~sc~cs Cha1 rin 



Ih§r_£or , 1t 1s our recommendation that the programin5 or 
Film Class cs b divor ced f rom the ac ademic needs of the 200 an 
500 class es and c ono ntrate upon f oreign languag , Br1tia , an 
Ameri can films that are ell-known but h ave reci e·ad littl 01 
no local relean 1n r ecent years . 

Admittedly, this will mean that t he Oepartme t may ha . to 
bear t he entire cos t ofsx t he 200 and 500 classes film r equ r -
menta . However , i f Film Classics does not continue , such will be 
the case an~ay • • ur thermore , thG fi l ms booked for Film Clas 1cs 
under the a bove propos al w1ll be availible fo~ u in t e 200 
and 500 cla sea, hould t hey meat existing acade~ic p v a. 

In one sanso , thi s x ie a p oblem of much greater and more 
serious dimension than the problem of programing, for 1t i 
useless to offar even an outstanding aeri es of f ilms unless the 
entire chapter is tilling tn share i n the wo k t hat, in rae nt 
so ie , ha been bor ne by a slender few . 

The present r elati onship bet1e n Alpha Chapter anr Film C a s ol cs 
may beat be described as in rti curate , of vague def1n tion , 1 d 
total l y unsat sfactory . In a May Day memor andum from J~. Ha 1 
to the Al pha Chapter president , it was stated t hat t h Chaptor 
has no fixed coats (beyond fi lm rentals ) 1n t he operat on of l m 
Classics on which i t can count ; that it can only ' recommer. • 
the expendi ture of whatever profit i s made; and t h at 1t i s tra 
tionally xpected to reli eve par t of ·~he stra i n on the to .ch ng 
budget by bringing in some of the f i lms ~v~ded f or the 200 and 
500 classes and running them 1n a pu:.. l c s 'bs cr'pt1o .. series 
that "'1 11 cover the cost of the films 1 r entals . ':'his memorandum, 
coupled with an earlier fi nancial statement for the F,l~ ~956 
series (e statement which some cons idered outra~eo s an others 
thought h ehl y 8 gnificant } , confirm ed the impr ession ~th1 
the C apt~r vhat t he relat i onshi p 1n question is a sadly one-s. ded 
on'9,. ·,ri ' h the Chapter providing mos t of the l abor and recie ins 
Y1rtua.lly nothine; i n return . It is on ""he basis of t h se 1mpre s 1ona ,. 
now everal series old ,. that mos t of tle members of Alpha 0hap""er 
have declined t o take part in t he op_r~ t 1 on of F1 ~ C l assics. 
1\ r ew de5:.-ee of · ncen ti ve must be crez. ted ba.c>ore th~ f ull su. por ,, 
of tLe Chapter on anyth ing relat_ns to · he D ..... ;:lrtment can be 
9.381!' d o 

~-a creation of incentive 1e something that req~~r s co~~1~ r~· ~e 
thour""'1t and understanding . Thro1..shout t he rest of the T:n -ers1ty , 
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This e master, Delta Chapter at UCLA has begu ar 
to Film Cla s1ca, though considerably lese exte. 
tions w., h ~Jr . Richard Duffield, Delta Chapter pr iden , , v 
reveal d that th series has been a tremendo s n nc1al s· c a 

a 1 rge p rt of the Chapt r's membershi p a t cip . ng. 
Th ·1c nt1 v her ts of a stmplo d effec ti vo t p • 11 t o 
mo ay collected goes into the Chapter's reaau wh ch 1r carrying 
th xpense of the s tes) and 1s helping to a ur th t the 
Chapter "ill be a t1 ve in the future. T1: 1s ty o of f• n nc· al 
rr n e.ent ia not po 1blo for us, as re real ze, b t re 

1a another arrang men th t mig t be nd that m ght pro 
imilar dogra of inc ntiv for ru n1ng Film Class cs 1n 
uture. 

nd that , n return for c , 
a c·nt g (to be agre 

r1es is u1dert k ·) of the gross rece1 ta at t e concl 
each eerie • Wo fe 1 tha· a percentage of the gross, 
a pare n·age of tho ne , will eliminate needless a 
hagl1ng over eq .m~nt rentals , printing and ma1 ·n 

nd seur t t both the Departm nt of the Chapter be con-
cientious ink o ng costs do~n and gross rec1 pt 

We hope that the Department and the Chapter be 
togother n the t'\o;o proposals offered in thi:3 r or 
1mpl1me tat1 on can do much to usher in a ne ·r er of 
_ d good eeling b t een us. 

0 uOi 
e 
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~.ou '"ar, it lOUl·~ be nfortuna te and poss1bl., 5 
( spa.L tmen··· of Cinema t,ha.t s ranL&d !'.l!l6 1Jh finest 

:if"' ld that .. t could no ... mu2ter suffice~-:t; ent.h al em 
~ 1 t uO k n of a public f ilm series . F1L C &B. c B 

t:o~o i~ c nnot be savea 1n its present form . S. -.if c 
t !!Ia~ e n tlte area of Programm1n a·1.c 1 t'h r 
J' ... n Alp11a Chapter and Filru Clase1ca. In pr en 

pl-n for the future op ration of F1lm Cla 
the C apt r is expressing 1 ts fai t'1 that n-

bo re-~he~- one that will r est on m·re sol!d 
understanding ~nd ~utu~l trust than n~s 

ast. 

been t~ nolicy that the Fi lm G1a sic 
con,]\: nc ti n \'lith the f~.lm ne de o1"' .h ... 

20t.. an· 500 cla. es so that the res lt1ng overla u 1. h-lP ~fl. 
atn o" ,he operatL1g cos ... o of t h se classes • . :ouch a l ol c·~ 

111 / have )e""n roasonably workable 1n t h e pas t before the lar-ge 
seal relea~e of American and 9r1t1sh feature fi lms o Tsle~ls_on. 
N w, t .ough a certain series o f such films m1 gh t pro ya 11ec.l 
for academic purposes , 1t canno t be expec t ed that f1lmgoe s :.~: 
p~y to s e them when they can see t hem fo r nothing on Tele;·e1o~ 
~h1s, a~d ot~ar factors, h ave created a cons1~ er ble d~ -ersunce 
1 o t ~e9n aca1o'11~- c n6 de and commerc1 a l reall t1 os. 'l'he :na.j o~" t .. -
o ' --.!. ... !Ilc boo, coc fo::.- t.. 200 and 500 cla sses s impl~, cann t e 
"' lc .. ·~o :1e m~rs rJ~s :.r~min a ting fi lmgoers 1n ~os '.n:-ei e , 
·:1~-r Uni ·0~s1~y spon3orsh1p. 

J ~ri:""!t; · ... 1e ,Mo .. os .. , recent sc:r'ie " ~t has beco t\J c,pr.,s.~.::mt 
f:--om ~1e ' e:~~~Y s 1.at.o of s1n:. e adn' ssions tha~.~ the ;~~ople ;~1 
'~-5·'" y:"'-:pe.rly const1 tute the !:'L.;n Cl.:ssics aud e:;.c"'-' a:--s \"e.'! 
• ·1 t 1 '7B tG:1 in seeing certain for:..<jsn 1- n0~'age, 3r1 t~ sh, ~ .. · 
Arne .... \. C!Bn f.:..l:ns that a "'e ;·:oll- lcno·{!n ·.... :i.".':-~ .al -i ttle 
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Le t of ~ 
by n r~ •&din~ tha~ at it is 
·c"l la. or. T.-e r:. , h s Sq ·1. os, . 

a e.~. vice roups are typical ;.nrn?les. Cinema. ma.j'J~ · ho 
·ond o b som ·hat older. mo rorldly, a4d pe · ~_3 1 r-
1 ectad' than tud nts ln · o rGot of the Univ rsity and it 

1s t er for to be xpocted that other mean of cr atin he 
1noentlv t p rf'or services must be found. The C. ap r of er 
lunch to those who attend the Friday Noon rna tinge becaus the 
small profit from food x 3 sales goes ~nto the Chapter's 
sur-. And the Chapter tndertakes the Job of organizing an ng 
.he programs for tho Hay showing of films becauo 1 t get som 
publi 1ty for ts lr.> among the people 1t uoulcl liko to imp as. 
In e h case, an e uitable relationship between the Chapter an 
the eerrice it performs has ben achi eved o 

This aemes r, Delta Chapter at UCLA haa begun something s1 _l r 
to Film Classics, though considerably less extensive. C nversa­
tlons w1th Mr. Richard Duffield, Delta Chapter pr sident, 1 ve 
rev a ed that the series has beon a tremendous fina clal s cc 
wi tb a large part of the Chapter's membership part1ctpa"'.ing. 
The 1·1cent1ve her is of a simple and effective type: all th. 
money collected goes into the Chapter 9 s trea u y ( h1ch 1s carrying 
th oxpen es of the series) and 1e holp~ng to ug · re tlat t. 
Chapte \trill be active in the future. This type o""' financia. 
arrangement io not possible for us, as re realize, but there 
la another arrangement that might be and that m1gh prod ce a 
s1.m lar do,..,.ree of 1ncenti ve for ru!ln1ng Film Classics in the 
J u .. ur • 

Th~refore_ ;e recommend that, in return for runn1n3 ?11m C.·ss1ce, 
fQ ph Chapter recieve a percentage 'to be agreed upon before e h 
ner1es 1s undertaken) of the gross :·ece1j>te at the conclusion of 

acl."l series. \'le fee l that a percentage of the gross, rather than 
a percentage of the net, will eliminate needles and impoasi le 
ha.t:;llng over equipment rentals, :?rint1ng and ".11 r!g co s. tc. 
and ssure hat both the DepartmP.nA of the Chapter \ ll be con­
scion 1ous in keeping costs do\ n and gross reclepts up. 

We hope that the Department ani the Chap ter 111 be 1 to got 
toga \jher on the t'1rto proposals off ered 1n thi s repo·::-"", for i •a 
impl1mentat1on can do much to usher in a ne 1 era of ,oope~ation 
and good feeling between us. 

Res pectfully submitted, 

E. s. Seel ey Jr. 
Film Classics Cha1rnan, Spr.ns 1957 
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Dr. Robert 0. Hall 
Dept. of Cinema 
usc 

Dear Dr. Hall, 

National Honorary Cinema Fraternity 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Univenity Park 
Los Angeles 7, California 

May 1, 1957 

Thanks very much for your answer to our questions 

concerning the Film Classics program. The fraternity is vitally 

interested in Film Classics, and would like to have the series 

continue. However, conditions have become confused and, for some, 

intolerable. 

The majority of the fraternity is of the belief that 

a satisfactory adjustment can be made in the policy of Film 

Classics, so that it can continue for the mutual benefit of the 

Department of Cinema and Delta Kappa Alpha. 

The Executive Council of the fraternity bas been auth-

orized to arrange a meeting with you personally to discuss several 

points and try to arrive at an amicable conclusion. 

There are two primary pdints we would like to have you 

consider and discuss with us at this meeting. The first is on the 

question of programming. The . fraternity would like to have autonomy 

in this matter. Past experience leads us to believe that we can 

accurately determine the type of films that draw the best audiences 

while also satisfying the aesthetic requirements. As you stated in 

your Memorandum, "Film Classics bas traditionally had as one ob­

jective the bringing of films to the campus which the teaching bud­

get would not have to cover." 



National Honorary Cinema Fraternity 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

University Park 
Los Angeles 7, California 

-2-

If the teaching budget does not cover these films, why 

must they be tied to the teaching requirements1 Of course, these 

films would still be available for departmental use as in the past. 

The other major point is the matter of incentive. Interest 

in the Film Classics program this semester bas been the lowest 

since my attendance at USC. The members of the fraternity do not 

regard it as a purely service organization. According to your 

statements, the incentive has been to allow the fraternity to 

recommend expenditures of profits, if any. Since the fraternity feels 

that this system has been rendered invalid by recent practices of 

those in charge, we propose another method of creating incentive. 

We suggest that a percentage of the gross be apportioned to Alpha 

Chapter, to be spent as they deem fit. 

Under the above stated arrangement, the fraternity would have 

no further interest in the sore point of fixed eharges versus no 

fixed charges, and the sliding rental scale on projection equipment, 

which has been used to prevent loss or absorb possible profit. 

We are very concerned over the situation and desire to meet 

with you as soon as possible. We normally meet on Mondays at noon. 

However, we know you have a staff meeting at this time. Therefore 

we are amenable to almost any time you might suggest. We would like 

the meeting to take place by the end of next week. 

We would be happy to welcome Herb Farmer to the meeting also, 

since he has been intimately connected with the Film Classics budget 

for some time. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
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Delta 

!.kroh 11, 1957 

Dr. Robert o. Hall 
Dept. of Cinema 
Univ. of Southern Calif. 
Los Angeles 7, Calif. 

Dear Dr. Hallt 

The Fraternity has directed me to gain a written statement 
of policy from the Department office in answer to the following 
questions that have been rais.ed regarding Film Classics1: 

1- Are there any fixed charg s that must be entered on the 
Film Classics balance sheet at the end of each semester 
and if so what exactly ar they? 

2- In view of the fact that DKA takes full responsibility 
for the planning, selling, and rtm.ning of the programs, 
how much say (if any) does the Fraternity have in how the 
profit money is to be spentT 

3- In view of the fact that many of the films booked :fi Film 
Classics are also used by Department classes, hasn't the 
Department an obligation to share the boRking costa of 
such films1 

4- If the Department does not find itself able to share the 
booking costs of the films mentioned in question 3, shouldn't 
some adjustment then be made in certain of the fixed coats 
entered on the Film Classics balance aheet1 

5- What were the exact costs, gross, and net on the French 
Film series, how was the profit money spent, and who from 
the Fraternity took part in the authorization of its 
expendi ture"r 

6- What does the Department feel are the Fraternity's respon­
sibilities and privilages in regards to Film Classios1 

It is imperitive that this official statement of Department 
policy be delivered to the Fraternity not later than March 25 
so that it may be taken into aooount when the Fraternity mkes 
its decision regarding next sem.ster•s programs. Speaking privately~ 
I would r commend that you give these questions careful attention 



1Sappa 

melta 

and be as explicite as possible in the anBWers you give to the 
above questions. No doubt you havo noticed a certain declinging 
interest on the part of nany in the Fraternity towards Film 
Classics. This is largely due to the faot that some of us feel 
that the Fraternity is being used by the Department to help offset 
certain deficencies in the Department budget and is getting nothing 
in return for all the work it does. 

At the moment, the feeling in the Fraternity towards continuing 
Film Classics as a DKA sponsored series is not at all what the 
Department could wish. Some of us are against expending any further 
effort on something that brings us only problems in return. Others 
of us feel that if the Fraternity is to continue sponsoring Film 
Classics it should do so outside the DepartJMnt, bearing the 
expenses ourselves and adding the profits to our awn treasury. 

Personally, I would like to see Film Classics continue as a 
cooperative venture of the Department and the Fraternity, but 
I doubt that the Fraternity will be amenable to this until it 
has some guarentee that both the work and the profits will be 
shaaed more equitibably thAn has been the case in the recent past. 
In any case, the Fraternity oan mak no recommendations on ohangea 
in policy until it is told exactly what this policy is. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I r main 

ost sincer 

~-~~l.~y~~~~~~~-
Film Classics 



/95)-Sb 

JoSl> 

l~i~l 
/0'/-
~IJJ't?b 

6/}0 




