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NEIL SIMON

It all began for Neil Simon on the
4th of July, 1927, in New York. He was
raised in the Bronx along with his brother
Danny who is credited with nicknaming
him ‘Doc’ while watching him play with a
toy stethoscope as a small child. His
schooling took place in the Bronx, with
later stints at N.Y.U. and the University
of Denver.

Upon being discharged from the Army,
Simon and brother Danny began working
for Goodman Ace. They received a weekly
sum of $50 writing material for Robert Q.
Lewis. By the early 50’s, they were
earning $1600 a week in television
writing for Sid Caesar, Red Buttons, and

Jackie Gleason. The partnership ends
in 1956, when Danny left for Californ
to write for television.

Simon stayed in New York, determing
to write for the theatre. To support hir
self while learning his craft, he wrote fi
Phil Silvers’ “You’ll Never Get Rict
(“Sgt. Bilko”) and “The Garry Moo
Show”. He took in all of New York
shows, read books on playwriting, an
enrolled in drama courses.

After three years of hard work (an
many rewrites), his playwriting cares
began with Come Blow Your Horn. An
to this day, the name Neil Simon h:
become synonomous with quality thea
rical entertainment. As a matter of fac
Mr. Simon’s latest stage productior

They re Playing Qur Song, with music b
Marvin Hamlisch and Carole Bayer Sage:
will have its premiere in Los Angeles thi
December.

With his phenomenal theatrical success
it seems only natural that much of Ne;




imon’s work be adapted for the screen.
ince he was living in New York, he found
imself “an absentee collaborator” who
ften felt more like a visitor than a
articipant. So, in 1975, Neil Simon
acked up his typewriter and moved to
0s Angeles to be closer to the movies.
ince it’s hard to take New York out of a
lew Yorker, after the incredible success
1 both theatre and films that he has
chieved living in California for the past
hree years, Neil Simon is soon going to
nove back to New York—for a few
nonths out of the year anyway—so that
e may continue writing about the people
e knows so well.

For the time being, he still resides in
3¢l Air with his wife, actress Marsha
Aason. An excellent stage and screen
erformer who has been nominated for
wo Academy Awards as well as winning
. Golden Globe, Ms. Mason has also done
ome directing through the American
‘ilm Institute’s Directing Workshop For

Women.

Rounding out the Simon family are his
two daughters, Ellen, a journalism student
in New York, and Nancy, who plans to
start her college career back East as well.

— Wendy Wilber
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COME BLOW YOUR HORN
Directed by Stanley Prager

LITTLE ME

Music by Cy Coleman

Lyrics by Dorothy Fields

Directed by Cy Feuer & Bob Fosse

BAREFOOT IN THE PARK
Directed by Mike Nichols

THE ODD COUPLE
Directed by Mike Nichols

SWEET CHARITY
Music by Cy Coleman
Lyrics by Dorothy Fields
Directed by Bob Fosse

THE STAR-SPANGLED GIRL
Directed by George Axelrod

PROMISES, PROMISES
Music by Burt Bacharach
Lyrics by Hal David
Directed by Robert Moore

PLAZA SUITE
Directed by Mike Nichols

LAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS
Directed by Robert Moore

THE GINGERBREAD LADY
Directed by Robert Moore

THE PRISONER OF SECOND AVENUE

Directed by Mike Nichols

THE SUNSHINE BOYS
Directed by Mike Nichols

THE GOOD DOCTOR
Directed by A.J. Antoon

GOD’S FAVORITE
Directed by Michael Bennett

CALIFORNIA SUITE
Directed by Gene Saks

CHAPTER TWO
Directed by Herbert Ross

THEY’RE PLAYING OUR SONG
Music by Martin Hamlisch

Lyrics by Carole Bayer Sager
Directed by Robert Moore

FILM ADAPTATIONS

BAREFOOT IN THE PARK 1
Directed by Gene Saks
THE ODD COUPLE 1

Walter Matthau, Jack Lemmon
Directed by Gene Saks

PLAZA SUITE 1
Directed by Arthur Hiller

LAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS 1¢
Alan Arkin

Directed by Gene Saks

THE PRISONER OF SECOND AVENUE ¢
Directed by Melvin Frank

THE SUNSHINE BOYS 1¢
Walter Matthau, George Burns
Directed by Herbert Ross

CALIFORNIA SUITE 1¢
Alan Alda, Jane Fonda,

Walter Matthau, Elaine May,

Maggie Smith, Michael Caine,

Bill Cosby, Richard Pryor

Directed by Herbert Ross



JRIGINAL SCREENPLAYS

AFTER THE FOX 1966
Peter Sellers
Directed by Vittorio De Sica

THE OUT-OF-TOWNERS 1970
Jack Lemmon

Sandy Dennis

Directed by Arthur Hiller

THE HEARTBREAK KID 1972
Adapted from *““A Change of Plan”

by Bruce Jay Friedman

Charles Grodin, Jeannie Berlin,

Cybill Shepherd, Eddie Albert

Directed by Elaine May

MURDER BY DEATH 1976
Truman Capote, James Coco,

Peter Falk, Alec Guinness,

Elsa Lanchester, David Niven,

Peter Sellers, Nancy Walker

Directed by Robert Moore

THE GOODBYE GIRL 1977
Marsha Mason, Richard Dreyfuss,

Quinn Cummings

Directed by Herbert Ross

THE CHEAP DETECTIVE 1978
Peter Falk, Ann-Margret,

Madeline Kahn, Marsha Mason

Directed by Robert Moore
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